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16And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up.  And as was 

his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood 
up to read. 17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 

unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,   18"The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 

captives and recovering of sight to the blind,  to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor."  20And he 

rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  And 

the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21And he began to say 
to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 22And 

all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were 
coming from his mouth.  And they said, "Is not this Joseph’s son?"  

23And he said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 
'Physician, heal yourself.' What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do 

here in your hometown as well." 24And he said, "Truly, I say to you, no 
prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25But in truth, I tell you, there 

were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were 

shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the 
land, 26and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the 

land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27And there were many 
lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 

cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian." 28When they heard these things, 

all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29And they rose up and 
drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on 

which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 
30But passing through their midst, he went away.
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In Nazi Germany, liberty was only a dream.  But German resistance 
groups kept that dream alive.  Most of those groups had ties either to the 
military, the government, or former political leaders.  There was one 
group, though, that had none of those ties.  One might say this resistance 
group was ordinary.  They had no access to Adolph Hitler, and they did 
not make an attempt to assassinate him.  So, while Hollywood has made 
films about Colonel von Stauffenberg and Operation Valkyrie,  America 
has no films about the White Rose.  

The White Rose had no weapons or bombs.  Leaflets were all they had.  
Hundreds of leaflets that they printed and mailed out in a dozen German 
cities, urging Germans to stand up to Hitler in the name of liberty.  They 
were not community leaders or political activists.  The White Rose was 
made up mostly of students in their teens and early twenties.  Like the 
more prominent German resistance groups, those students still risked 
their lives.  Most of them were arrested and either executed or 
imprisoned.  Yet, from that ordinary group of students, a surprising thing 
happened.  Some of the leaflets that they had produced were smuggled 
out of the country, ended up in the hands of the allies, and tens of 
thousands of those same leaflets were dropped all over Germany by 
British and American bombers.

Still, their deaths pose a dilemma for us.  They died for the noble cause of 
liberty.  But that doesn’t mean they wanted to die.  Their story lives on, 
but they didn’t even live long enough to see the fruits of their noble 
efforts.  Their deaths were unjust and untimely.  And we can add to theirs 
the many untimely deaths in Haiti.  How do we respond?  What do we 
say? 

Might one possible response come from a man whose own people have 
suffered one injustice after another, including the Holocaust.  That man 
said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to 
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  (Luke 4:18-19) 
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Early in his career, that man Jesus read those words of the prophet Isaiah 
in his hometown synagogue.  Words that recall the ancient Hebrew law of 
the jubilee year.  The word “jubilee” comes from the Hebrew word for 
ram’s horn trumpet.  Every fiftieth year in Israel a ram’s horn trumpet 
blast was to mark the beginning of jubilee.  Redemption was an important 
aspect of jubilee.  

For example, say an Israelite became so impoverished that he had no 
choice but to become a servant to a master.  At any time, that man’s 
relative, his kinsman, could secure his release.  By redeeming him.  The 
man’s master and his kinsman would count the number of years until the 
jubilee year and multiply that number by the rate paid to a regular 
employee.  That’s the price the kinsman would pay, and the man would be 
free.  The same was applied to the returning of land to its original owner.  
Also, in the jubilee year the poor were to be given interest free loans and 
sold food at no profit.  The jubilee was a way of setting things right. 

When Jesus spoke to the people in his hometown synagogue about the 
jubilee year, he said these words were now being fulfilled that very day. 
“Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:22) He 
was saying that the law of jubilee had been God’s way of pointing to a 
much bigger setting of all things right.  The final judgment on injustice and 
evil.  And the setting free from death.  For Jesus the proclaiming of liberty 
to the captives was to be the proclamation of life to those who are 
captive to death. Life.  Eternal life.  Eternal liberty.  The overturning of all 
that is unjust and untimely.  And the Spirit of the Lord has anointed us 
through Baptism to proclaim this same liberty.  To respond to the idea of 
an unjust or untimely death with this good news.  That the grave need not 
get the last say.  That there is eternal life through faith in Jesus because of 
his death and resurrection. 

Not everyone will be happy to hear this message.  There is a huge risk in 
proclaiming liberty in Jesus’ name.  Not as much risk as the students of 
the White Rose took.  But to proclaim this ultimate liberty brings 
sacrifice.  We can lose friends.  We can alienate family.  We certainly risk 
reputation.  We are afraid of what others will say about us.  We are afraid 
of giving up the life we know for the unknown.  Out of fear, as the people 
of Nazareth did, we may look for something more to go on for us to take 
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this risk.  Perhaps Jesus could do for us what He did for the people in 
Capernaum. (Luke 4:23)  We look for proof in our life that this is what 
we’re supposed to be doing.  Because at times, all of this Christian faith 
stuff looks so ordinary.

From what is ordinary can sometimes come a surprising thing.  That 
ordinary man Jesus is also the eternal God come to redeem humankind.  
God became our kinsman, our relative.  God became human.  By sending 
His Son in the flesh. So that He could redeem humankind from the 
ultimate slavery of death.  Jesus did what the captive cannot do for 
himself.  He sets the captive free.  Free from captivity of the grave.  Free 
from the captivity of fear.  Jesus gives what we can’t give ourselves.  He 
gives us faith in himself.  Faith that enables us to measure ourselves 
against Jesus, to see that we fall short, to see where we fall short, to 
confess it and receive God’s freeing forgiveness. 

From what is ordinary can come a surprising thing: ordinary people of 
Jesus handing out leaflets about Him, handing on sermons to those who 
do not yet believe in Jesus as their Savior, passing on Portals of Prayer 
devotional booklets to those who are afraid of the risks of being a 
Christian. 

God has a way of bringing from us ordinary people some surprising 
miracles.  We may never be the kind of fighters for liberty that draw 
Hollywood’s attention.  But we have a surprising Redeemer who will yet 
use us in surprising ways to hold out to others a liberty that can never be 
taken away even by an unjust or untimely death. 

Amen
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